352                         SELECTED ARTICLES

A New Spirit of Vital Need

"Society," said Pope Leo XIII, "can be healed in no other
way than by a return to Christian life and Christian institu-
tions." The truth of these words is more widely perceived
to-day than when they were written, more than 27 years ago.
Changes in our economic and political systems will have only
partial and feeble efficiency if they be not reinforced by the
Christian view of work and wealth. Neither the moderate
reforms advocated in this paper nor any other program of bet-
terment or reconstruction will prove reasonably effective with-
out a reform in the spirit of both labor and capital. The la-
borer must come to realize that he owes his employer and
society an honest day's work in return for a fair wage and
that conditions can not be substantially improved until he roots
out the desire to get a maximum of return for a minimum of
service. The capitalist must likewise get a new viewpoint. He
needs to learn the long-forgotten truth that wealth is steward-
ship; that profit making is not the basic justification of busi-
ness enterprise; and that there arc such things as fair profits,
fair interest, and fair prices. Above and before all, he must
cultivate and strengthen within his mind the truth which many
of his class have begun to grasp for the first time during the
present war, namely, that the laborer is a human being, not
merely an instrument of production, and that the laborer's
right to a decent livelihood is the first moral charge upon in-
dustry. The employer has a right to get a reasonable living
out of his business, but he lias no right to interest on his in-
vestment until his employees have obtained at least living
wages. This is the human and Christian, in contrast to the
purely commercial and pagan, ethics of industry.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE  ON  RECON-
STRUCION OF THE AMERICAN FEDERA-
TION OF LABOR, AS INDORSED BY
THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL1

The world war has forced all free peoples to a fuller and
deeper realization, of the menace to civilization contained in
autocratic control of the activities and destinies of mankind.

1Frora Report. Hearings, Committee on Education and Labor, U. S.
Senate on Senate Resolution 382. January 4, 1919, Washington, I>, C.